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ontroversy has sur- | 
rounded the evolving 
Civic Center since. its 
conception. Now, a lit- 
tle more than a year 
-before its scheduled op- 


“ening, most of the problems 


seem to besmoothing out. 

Sites and Civic Center pro- 
posals have been handed to 
city officials for decades. Final- 
ly, in 1976 the old Capitol 
Theater was selected and ac-: 
quired by’ the city, said Civic 


Center Managing Director Ed- 


gar Niss. 

Niss, in July 1976, took © 
over the position that was left 
vacant for 10 months, follow- 
ing the hasty departure of the 
original director. Niss said that . 
site selection wasn’t the only - 
problem. 

Due to the “lack of leader- 


‘ ship” during the 10-month va- 


cancy, Niss said, little was done ~ 
concerning construction plans. 
Actual construction and ren- 


‘ovation began in September 


1977 and was originally slated 
for completion in March 1979. 
Due to early material delays 
and unforeseen structural prob- 
lems, construction won’t be 
finished until November 1979. 

One of the reasons that the 
Capitol Theater was picked in 
lieu of a completely new struc-° 
ture’ is cost. The New York 
architectural firm of Hardy, 
Holzman and Pfeiffer Associ- 


' ates designed the Civic Center ° 


that will cost about $8.8 mil- 
lion. This is considerably less 
than the 20 to 30 million 
dollars that Niss estimated a 
new structure would run. 

Funds from both the pub- 
lic and private section back the 
Civic Center. Bonds from 1954 _ 
make up the bulk of the $8.8 
million figure. Private groups 
raised $1.4 million and the city 
borrowed $2 million over 10 
years to complete the needed 
sum. No federal money is in- 
volved. 3 

Niss. called the Capitol 


' Theater, circa 1927, a “solid 


structure’: and added that 


\ there’s ‘no way you could 


@ 


build that kind of structure” 
« today. ; 
“In that -sense, it’s a bar-. 
gain,” Niss explained. 
One wing of the two-story 
Civic Center will house the 
Madison Art Center. A 


- 2,200-seat Oscar Mayer Thea- 


ter will stage touring produc- 
tions,. ballets, musical events 
and the Madison Civic Orche- 
stra. The theater includes an 
orchestra pit that will hold 70 
musicians. When not in use, the 
pit, which is on an elevator, 
will be used to transport scene- 
ry to the stage. 


An experimental or 


“Thrust Theater” will. be a - 


smaller, 400-seat unit, Niss 
said. Niss is now negotiating 'to 


find a resident theater group ~ 


for this theater. ; ae 


The final element in phase 
one of construction is a restau- 
rant and concession area ori the 
lower level. Solicitation for 
operation has already been sent 
out and Niss set January 2, 

. 1979 as the final response date 
for an approximately 90-seat 
restaurant. : 


The 1980’s will see the 
second phase of. construction 
Niss said. Radio and television 
studios are included in these 
future plans. WORT-FM and 


Madison -Community. Access ' 


(Cable 4) will eventually move 
into the new facilities. 


An atrium-like area called 
“Crossroads” replaces the old 
lobby and _ connects’ State 
Street to Henry Street, Niss 
explained. According to Niss, 
the atrium is the “avenue of 
the arts.” Space for Civic Cen- 
ter administration, public con- 
ference rooms and two rehear- 
sal rooms are also in the build- 
ing. 


The Civic Center is ex- 


- pected to do more for Madison 


and its citizens than just pro- 


vide space for the performing . 


arts. 


It’s “the key to the revitali- 
zation of the downtown econo- 
my,” Niss explained. Business 
will go back downtown, money 
will be invested in restaurants 


hater re 


and retail outlets, and above 
all, will bring. the Madison 
_ people back downtown. 


capitol area has already started. 
Last year, according to Niss, 
downtown development _in- 
creased because of the State 
Street Mall project. Condo- 

iniums are proposed and eat- 
tae spots are expected in the 
one and two hundred blocks of 
State Street. Storefronts have 
been rebuilt as_ retailers, like 
the rest of downtown busi- 
nesses, look to the future, Niss 


» _ Niss views the Civic Center 
project as the anchor for 
bringing people and _ business 
back. Along with the State 
Street Mall and ensuing devel- 
opments from the private sec- 

_ tor, the renewal of downtown 
Madison seems assured. _ 


One problem Niss doesn’t 
foresee -is a parking shortage. 
Ramps and lots should be open 
for Civic Center patrons since 
most events occur in the .eve-: 
ning. Niss is negotiating with 
Madison Metro to create a 
shuttle service like the Nickelo- 
deon from parking lots to the 
Civic Center in the winter. 


If all goes .according ‘ to 

’ plan, the Madison Symphony 

Orchestra will perform Beeth- 

oven’s Ninth Symphony as well 

as other works February 23, 
1980, Niss said. 


- The Civic Center may not 
only provide a storehouse of 
the arts, but a second chance 
for a dying downtown Madi- 

Meo ; 


The revitalization of the’ 


